THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
England or America one elects a person who is
supposed to "represent" one's district, and, almost
invariably, the interests of the dominant class in that
district. In the Soviet Union one elects somebody who
works at one's own job and who also lives in one's
district. One votes for or against a member of one's
own trade union, or one's working group, and
candidates are nominated only by workers' and
peasants' organisations, the Party, the trade unions, the
co-operatives, youth organisations and cultural
societies. Money cannot buy any votes in Russia.
Thus the democratic element in the Soviet electoral
system is democratic in a basically Marxian sense, the
sense in which one's political representation is also
one's actual economic and class representation. A
village, district or provincial Soviet Council, therefore,
is a body of real representatives of the working masses
as such. The elected councils themselves directly
appoint the directors of industry, who receive fixed or
fluctuating wages determined in exactly the same way
as those of the masses of workers, skilled and un-
skilled, In the Union. Money gives no power to its
owner over the working masses. The rich man, unlike
any other kind of rich man in the world, cannot employ
other people in order to increase his "capital" or
"make a profit." No independent group may invest
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